the reported fashion, it would become impossible for
it to properly discharge its functions of supplying food
and other amenities to the people. Did all this mean
that Indians could be only destructive and that they
were unfit for carrying out constructive policies? The
fight against the British Government was passive resis-
tance, not violence. Now that they had their own Govern-
ment, it was wrong to resort to methods which were
taboo against the foreign Government.
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13-12-'47
MESSAGE OF THE   CHARKHA
In his after-prayer speech Gandhiji referred to his
discussions at the recent meeting of the Charkha Sangh
at the Harijan Colony. Why had he laid so much em-
phasis on the charkha? Years ago when he first started
talking of the charkha^ he did not know that it was still
a living industry in the Punjab and some parts of Gujarat
and Kathiawad. It was first thought of as a means of
supplementing the income of the poor kisan and the
village women. Later on he discovered the tremendous
power hidden in the charkha. That power was the power
of non-violence which could not be defeated by the
mightiest military force. It was this realization which
had made him call the wheel the symbol of non-violence.
They all knew the history of the spinning wheel,
the history of the Dacca muslin and all its associations.
In those days the spinning wheel was the symbol of our
slavery. The artisans had to work at the rate fixed by
their masters and they could not say no. The same
wheel, plied with the full consciousness of its potentialities,
had become the symbol of freedom. If all men and
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